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Alagappa University
signs Memorandum of

Agreements

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

KARAIKUDI: The Alagappa Uni-
versity has signed Memor-
andum of Agreements
(MoA) with three leading
foreign Institutions of higher
learning and research for
promoting faculty and stu-
dents exchange programmes
and exploring collaborative
research activities.
University Vice Chancel-
lor Professor S. Subbiah
signed the MoA with Na-
tional Institute of Health,
USA, Institute of Experi-
mental Medicine, Czech Re-
public and University of
Manchester,  Manchester,
United Kingdom, a Uni-
versity release said.
Professor Subbiah signed

| the MoAs with Dr. Indu S.

Ambukar, Professor and

Head, Secretary Physiology
Section, National Institute of
Health, USA, Dr. Govindan
Dayanithi, Professor and
Head, Department of Neuro-
physiology, Institute of Ex-
perimental Medicine, Czech
Republic and Dr Alexei
Verkhratsky, Professor, Uni-
versity of  Manchester,
Manchester, United King-
dom, the release said.

The MoA will be valid for
five years with effect from
September 6 and it may be
renewed after every five
years, The MoA would pro-
mote  exchange' of faculty
members, ‘exchange of grad-
uate and/or undergraduate
students and exploration of
collaborative research be-
tween Alagappa University
and the institutions, the re-
lease said.
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Need for molecular
‘medicine based study

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

|
1]
{
\
l
| KILAKARAL: S. Subbiah, Vice-
| Chancellor, Alagappa Uni-
| versity, has stressed the need
| for  molecular medicine
| based research for preven-
| tion of contagious and
| chronic diseases such as

| dengue.
| There was an urgent need
f for molecular medicine

| based research as most of the

| diseases such as diabetes

! were due to metabolic disor-
der and lack of secretion of

| the anti-diabetic hormone

! insulin, he said addressing an
International Workshop on
“Molecular Physiology,
Therapeutics and Experi-
mental Medicine” here on
Tuesday.

“In this scenario, scientists
are investigating the molecu-
lar genetics to unveil the
molecules responsible for
the outbreak of diseases,” he
said adding the recent ad-
vances in molecular and cell
biology were revolutionising
cancer research. The current
researches in this field
would provide solutions to
the. challenges of infectious
diseases, he hoped.

The workshop was being
organised, taking into con-
sideration the several chal-
lenges being encountered in
the field of therapeutics and

to combat diseases

medicine, which has also
emerged as a reliable tool for
providing breakthroughs in
the field of medicine and for
developing efficient drug-
delivery systems through na-
no particles, he said. Prof. P
Ramasamy, former Vice-
Chancellor of Alagappa Uni-
versity, in his inaugural ad-
dress, said that research so
far carried out was only
based on general molecular
mechanism related to specif-
ic diseases and he requested
the budding scholars to con-
centrate more specifically on
the signal transduction
mechanism for a better un-
derstanding of a particular
disease.

Dr. Alexei Verkhratsky,
University of Manchester,
United Kingdom, Dr. Indhu
S. Ambudkar, National Insti-
tute of Health, USA, Dr. Sa-
muel Muallem, National In-
stitute of Health, USA and
Dr. Govindan Dayanithi, In-
stitute of Experimental Med-
icine, Czech Republic were
among others who attended
the conference. The Alagap-
pa University also signed
MoUs for exchange of schol-
ars with the University of
Manchester, U.K., National
Institute of Health, USA and
Institute of Experimental
Medicine, Czech Republic
on the occasion.
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National symposium at Alagappa Universi‘ity

SpECIAL CORRESPONDENT

KARAIKUDE Bicinformatics, a
knowledge-based area,
would be challenging and
highly competitive for the
present - generagion, TP
Singh, Department of Bio-
physics, All India Institute of
Medical Sciences, Delhi, has
said and wished that “there
could be a society developed

- for bioinformatics and drus

discoveryst it

Addressing the exghth na-
tional Symposium-cum-
workshop on ‘Recent trends
in structural bioinformatics
and computer-aided drug
design (SBCADD - 2016)

here on Tuesday, he said that
“challenging prospects from
microbes and drug resist-
ance are two areas where the
youngsters would bestow
their knowledge and provide
breakthrough
contributions”.

India had the second high-
est downloads of databases
and the prospects of devel-
opment of science in the
couniry were bright, he said,
and congratulated the De-
partment of Bioinformatics,
Alagappa University, for or-
ganising the symposium for
the eight successive years.

Prof. N. Srinivasan, Molec-

‘ular Biophysics Unit, Indian

Institute of Science, Banga-
lore, urged the students to
rely on their instincts in ana-
lysing biological data rather
than complying on software
and tools.

S. Subbiah, Vice-Chancel-
lor, Alagappa University,
said that one third of the

. world’s population was in-

fected with mycobacterium
tuberculosis (Mth), cancer,
alzheimer “disease, chil
gunya, deriplie; swine fltor
zika virus, and appealed to

the scientific community to,

focus on these diseases.

K. Ramasamy, Vice-Chan-
cellor, Tamil Nadu Agricul-
tural University, said that the

need of the hour was that the
present generation should
make the best use of natural
products and provide a new
avenue in drug discovery.
“Bioinformatics is becoming
one of the best opportunistic
fields in an application-ori-
ented aspect, and India
should become the upload-
ing country in the near fu-
ture,” he said.

Lectures

More than 15 eminent sci-
entists from various presti-
gious institutions would be

delivering lectures on com-

putation methods, which
could play a major role in de~

veloping drugs for the hu-
man kind in the four-day
symposium, J. Jeyakanthan,
Head of the Department of
Bioinformatics, said.

More than 250 participa-
nts from across the country
would focus on theiimpor-
tance of bioinformatics tools
in health care.

The aim of the symposium
was to provide adequate

knowledge through interae= |

tion with the best ‘in silico’
drug design phenomenon
which would open up new
and powerful insights into
treating diseases from killer
cancers to common COld he

~added.
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